The Pope's Pronouncements
the disbandment of the Popular Party in Italy there should
be started a Catholic National Party, the Pope replied that
this was a contradiction in terms since Catholicism is
international.
Such have been the published teachings of the Pope
within the last few years. It will be seen that they do not
fit in completely with any form of "ism" at present func-
tioning in the world, nor for that matter should they do so.
But, if anything, the Pope's social teachings lean towards
modern Fascism, except in regard to the education of the
child, and the power of the State over certain of what might
be termed semi-mundane matters. The influence of the
Pope's social teaching varies in different parts of the world.
In England there is a Catholic Workers' College at Oxford,
and the teachings of the Pope are taught there to working
men from different parts of Great Britain. In Ireland, his
teachings are listened to with great respect, but not
always practised. In Canada, the Catholic Trade Unions
have not had much success, for the working men argue as
follows: In a Catholic Trade Union one can certainly
strike, but one can. never go to extremes against the em-
ployer. The employer knows this perfectly well, and
therefore will not usually give way. Hence, what is the
use of joining such a Union?
In the United States, the Church has not tried very hard
to enter into the country's political life, or into Trade
Union questions, aad the influence of certain famous
broadcasting priests is on the wane and is certainly not
backed by official Catholic authority.
In Austria and in Central Europe, on the other hand,
pro-totalitarian states are arising more or less modelled on
Catholic canon law, and on the Pope's teaching in regard